AL - BEREAALDOBIRES

wE B

The regular festival of Shikinaisha - Takabeya Jinja

Soeda Goro
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Takabeya Jinja, enshrined in ShimoKasuya, Isehara City, Kanagawa Prefecture, is one of the 13 shrines
in Sagami Province listed in the “Shinmeishiki (Engishiki Jinmyocho)” section of the Engishiki, a
compilation of ancient Japanese texts completed in 927. Its worship hall, offering hall, and main hall
were designated as National Tangible Cultural Properties on February 25, 2016. The bronze bell donated
by Taira no Hidenori in 1386 still exists in the shrine’ s bell tower and was designated an Important
Cultural Property of Kanagawa Prefecture on December 2, 1969. Takabeya Jinja holds its annual festival
on the third Sunday of September each year. During this festival, a float with drums, a children’s
portable shrine, and a grand portable shrine believed to have been constructed by Sugizaki Shusuke
Masataka in 1866, parade through the ShimoKasuya district. Additionally, on the Saturday one week prior
to the annual festival, “Shiokumi Shinji (Shiokumi no Gi)” 1is performed, which is said to have been
held at Terugasaki Beach in Oiso since the Heian period. This ritual had been interrupted around the
beginning of the Meiji era due to the Haibutsu kishaku (separation of Shinto and Buddhism) movement
but it was formally revived as an official ritual in Heisei 29 (2017), marking the 150th anniversary
since Meiji 1 (1868). In this report, I introduce this annual festival which was held on Sunday

September 15, 2024 (Reiwa 6), and the Yoimiya on the previous day, Saturday, the 14
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