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The regular festival of Yadoriki Jinja

Soeda Goro
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Yadoriki Jinja, located in Mirokuji district of Yadoriki, Matsuda-machi, Ashigarakami—gun, Kanagawa
Prefecture, holds its annual festival on the first Saturday of March every year, when a procession
consisting of a large portable shrine, tengu, and guards parade through Yadoriki district. Yadoriki
was formed by the merger of seven villages in Higashiyamagairi-Nanakason, including Mirokuji Village,
and the predecessor of Yadoriki Jinja, which is the tutelary shine of Yadoriki, was Miroku—do, which
was the grand tutelary shrine of the seven villages in Higashiyamagairi—Nanakason during the Edo period.
Miroku—do was a mixed Shinto/Buddhist temple and was called Mirokuji in ancient times, and it is assumed
that it was a famous temple in Sagami—no—kuni since it was worshipped by Minamoto no Yoritomo in the
Kamakura period. The Yadoriki Shrine has a different history from other shrines, but its matsuri-bayasi
handed down in the Yadoriki area is also unique and has been designated as an important intangible
folk cultural property by the town of Matsuda. The matsuri-bayashi of Yadoriki is currently handed
down by Mirokuji Matsuri-bayashi Preservation Society, Mushizawa and Tashiro Matsuri-bayashi
Preservation Society, Otera and Miyajii Matsuri-bayashi Preservation Society, and Sangason
Matsuri-bayashi Preservation Society consisting of the Uzumo, Dosabara, and Nakayama groups. The sight
of the mikoshi, which has just finished its parade, violently rampaging through the shrine grounds
to the accompaniment of the four preservation groups’ bamboo flutes and drums is truly a sight to behold.
In this report, I introduce the annual festival held on March 2, 2024, and Yomiya, the day before the

festival.
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